[Surgery for bronchiectasis].
The incidence of bronchiectasis has declined significantly in industrialized countries and its management has also changed because of the progress of antibiotic therapy. However, for some patients, medical treatment is not sufficient to control the disease and the quality of life is affected. Surgical treatment is then a very good alternative, when a gesture of complete resection of the affected areas is feasible in terms of lung function and it allows, with a low morbidity and mortality, for very satisfactory long-term results and slows down the progression of the disease. In cases of diffuse and inhomogeneous bronchiectasis, a gesture of incomplete resection of cystic, non-perfused and suppurative areas improves symptoms and reduces recurrent infections. When the bronchiectasis is diffuse, but homogeneous, associated with severe respiratory failure, lung transplantation should be considered. Therefore, surgery remains important in the management of bronchiectasis. Its indications and the lung resection gesture to achieve should be discussed based on the symptoms, imaging examinations and the lung function of the patient.